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"Flight School" by Athlone Clarke, (paint and mixed media collage of found objects) (Courtesy of the
artist, Photo: Dan Meyers)

By Tim Smith | tim.smith@baltsun.com
Baltimore Sun reporter
October 1, 2009
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AVAM exhibit celebrates the rugged individualist
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"It's going to be a challenge for a lot of people," says Roger Manley,
gesturing to the invigoratingly eclectic collection of material he
curated for the American Visionary Art Museum's new exhibit,
"Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness." "It's a little tougher show
than some of the previous ones."

The museum is famed for its focus on artists who lack formal training
but are loaded with motivation and imagination. This show
celebrates that concept of rugged individualism in a big, involving
way.

"For the first time in history, a country was founded where the
emphasis was put on individual people doing what they felt was
right," Manley says. "[Displaying] art by eccentric people is an
entirely appropriate way to look at how and why America was
founded."

Commanding attention on one wall is a piece constructed of metal,
paint, rope and carpet by Alabama-based Thorton Dial Sr. called
"Eve and Adam Still Waiting for Christmas." Within the huge,
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abstract creation are forms that suggest red, white and blue
Christmas trees, a totally individualistic splash of Americana that
finds a counterpoint in a large evocation of the Statue of Liberty
created out of driftwood by a severely arthritic former carpenter in
Louisiana named Adam Morales.

The use of written language crops up in several objects in the
exhibit, nowhere more forcefully than on dozens of signs that line the
entrance hall of the museum. They contain angry, block-lettered
messages made over many years by Missourian Jesse Howard,
protesting one slight after another by neighbors and governments.

"He was one of the all-time great cranks," Manley says. "His work is
one of the best examples of free speech run amok. This tells people
right away that there will be some strange stuff in this show."

Strange, and potentially controversial.

Among the most provocative items are by Suleiman al-Nadhi, Detainee No. 511 at Guantanamo, where he was
sent after his arrest more than seven years ago in Afghanistan. His decoratively designed thank-you notes were
made for his Atlanta-based lawyers. "As far as I know, this is the only art to come out of Guantanamo," Manley
says.

There are several large paintings by Ala Bashir, Saddam Hussein's personal physician. The darkly vivid
"Journey" shows a nearly skeletal figure with a ravenlike bird against a forbidding, desolate landscape.

Other pieces in the exhibit confront contemporary issues in bold style, among them Jim Bloom's "Abu Ghraib
Saturday Night" and "Go Back to Gay Town," with their bold lines and bold colors conveying the rawness of hate
and violence.

Issues of civil rights are raised repeatedly in the exhibit, from Japanese-American internment camps to racial
struggles in the South.

There are lighter elements, too, including the startling creations of Texas-born Richard McMahan, who has
painstakingly re-created, in miniature, thousands of art masterpieces he has seen in old magazines or library
books. A plentiful sampling is displayed in a wall-full of doll house-size cases. "A museum within a museum is fun to
see," Manley says.

There's New Jersey-born illustrator Renaldo Kuhler, who created his own imaginary country called Rocaterrania,
tucked between the border of New York and Canada, and has produced a huge quantity of works revealing its
Eastern European-looking residents, buildings and language.

Georgia Blizzard, a chronically poor woman of Irish and Apache descent, taught herself to make clay pottery
without a potter's wheel. Her remarkably accomplished works contain what Manley describes as "tragic
expressions of her life."

There are quilts by undocumented workers in California, showing very different worlds and the often cruel border in
between, and a huge, exceedingly intricate and eventful hieroglyphic-style drawing by Frenchman Jean-Pierre
Nadau that takes the viewer on a journey from Manhattan to Long Island and back again (and finds the "Vampire
State Building" on the return).

The late New Yorker Dick Lubinsky, a schizophrenic and hoarder, is revealed to have been a superb craftsman
who produced distinctive drawings with considerable emotional content. Paintings by playwright Clifford Odets, in
their first-ever museum outing, open another window into his creative energy. Andrew Romanov, the
California-based grandnephew of Czar Nicholas II, is represented by "Shrinky Dink" art - childlike drawings on clear
plastic sheets that shrink when baked.

Back on the controversial side are works by several prisoners in U.S. jails, most impressively the detailed, wistful
Americana of Vincent Nardone, serving a life sentence for a crime committed in Maryland more than 30 years ago.

"There is very little here of art that is meant to experiment with color or say something about how light looks on
someone's face," Manley says. "This is art about making a difference, about improving things. It's what I call art that
matters."

If you go
"Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness" opens Saturday and runs through Sept. 5, 2010. Admission is $8 to $14

More !

GPS satellites 
'falling out of t
sky': Air Force
You can put those 
away. The US Air F
has shot down fea
the space-based G

Researchers study 'personality traits'
of cars

TESTING, TESTING 1-2-3 WANNA GO
FOR A DRIVE?

FTC Urged To Require Mileage
Ratings In All Car Ads

brought to

Gen-Y gardening, continued
- Garden Variety

Creating a calendar of wine specials
- Dining@Large

'America's Got Talent' finalist Recycled Perc
coming to Stevenson U
- Reality Check

Should you work when you're sick? Take ou
- Picture of Health

The sick-at-work poll
- Charm City Moms

See all Baltimore S

« p

Ads by Google

New York Gallery Openings
NY's comprehensive calendar of art
openings, events and exhibits
NY.ARTslant.com

Lake George Landscape Art
Fine Art Paintings of Lake George 19th
Century - Hudson River School
www.CartwrightFineArt.com

Ravens v Bengals at Balto
Great Lower and Upper Level Seats by
local private party

410 869-3541
www FootballTickets1 com

Death becomes him

AVAM exhibit celebrates the rugged indi

Opera Vivente stages Rossini's 'Cinderel

Peggy Santiglia Davison talks about her t
The Angels

"Heroes: Mortals and Myths in Ancient G
exhibit at the Walters Art Museum

Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness: AVAM exhibit celebrates the ru... http://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/arts/bal-ae.li.visionary01oct...

2 of 4 10/3/2009 1:02 AM



Free Fall Baltimore events Sun coverage: Edgar Allan Poe's
Baltimore connections

Baltimore School for the Arts

Photos: 'Edgar Allan Poe: A
Baltimore Icon'

'Da Vinci: The Genius' at
Maryland Science Center

'Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of
Happiness' at AVAM

Culture spotlight

MORE ENTERTAINMENT CELEBRITY NEWS MUSIC TV & MEDIA MOVI

Baltimore-themed
Halloween costumes

Free Fall Baltimore events 'Da Vinci: The Genius' at
Maryland Science Center

Jackson Autopsy
Exclusive: He was fairly
healthy

Maryland residents
reality TV

Maryland

(free for children 6 and younger). There will be a preview party at 7 p.m. Friday; tickets are $20. For more
information, call 410-244-1900  or go to avam.org.

Copyright © 2009, The Baltimore Sun

 E-mail  Print  Digg  Twitter  Facebook  StumbleUpon   Share

COMMENTS (0) | Add Comment

Enter Zip 

tv listings & movie times

TV and movie listings powe

More celeb

Live Nation: Kanye West, Lady Gaga tour canceled CBS employee pleads not guilty in Letterman plot CBS employee charged with Letterman ex
plot

Details of Michael Jackson autopsy Travolta attorney says he warned Bahamas
defendant

Jackson autopsy could pose problems for 

Lady Gaga says she'll tour without Kanye West Prosecutor says Polanski case not vindictive Carrie Fisher spills juicy secrets on Broadw

Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness: AVAM exhibit celebrates the ru... http://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/arts/bal-ae.li.visionary01oct...

3 of 4 10/3/2009 1:02 AM



Anne Arundel County
Baltimore County
Carroll County
Harford County
Howard County
Counties
Crime & Courts
Maryland politics
Eastern Shore
Education
Obituaries
Traffic
Weather
Watchdog

Ravens/Football
Orioles/Baseball
Minor League Baseball
High School
Men's Coll. Hoops
Women's Coll. Hoops
College Football
College Lacrosse
Maryland Terps
College Sports
Pro Basketball
Horse Racing
Golf
Blast/Soccer
Outdoors
Archived Coverage

Sports
Personal Finance
Business Investors
Real Estate
Jobs
Technology
Technology Deals

Conversations
Readers respond
Our View
Commentary
Columnists
Blogs
Talk Forums

Nation/World
National Politics
Weird News

Business
Celebrity News
Arts & Theater
Movies
Movie times
Music & Nightlife
Food & Dining
Recipes
TV & Media
TV listings
Online games
Horoscopes

The Good Life
Home & Garden
Health & Wellness
Green Living
Parenting
Travel
Bay & Beach
Fashion
Faith
Commuting

Entertainment
Advertise
Jobs
Real Estate
Cars
Apartments
Home & Garden
Celebrations
Boats
Personals
Find a pet
Grocery Coupons

Classified
Subscriber Servic
Print Edition
Submit Feedback
RSS Feeds
Social networking
Newsletters/Alert
Search/Archives
Topic Galleries
Sun Rewards
Sun Store
Sun Fan Shop
Contests
Special Sections
Suntastic Specia
Media Kit

About Us
Contact The Balt
Newsroom Direct
Speakers' Bureau

Resources

Print Edition  Privacy Policy  Terms of Service  Search/Archive  Submit Feedback  Contact The Baltimore Sun  
Baltimore Sun  Chicago Tribune  Daily Press  Hartford Courant  Los Angeles Times  Orlando Sentinel  Sun Se
The Morning Call

Baltimore Sun, 501 N. Calvert Street, P.O. Box 1377, Baltimore, MD 21278

A Tribune Web site

Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness: AVAM exhibit celebrates the ru... http://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/arts/bal-ae.li.visionary01oct...

4 of 4 10/3/2009 1:02 AM


